
COUNCIL: 15/12/20: APPENDIX A 

OFFICER DECISION RECORD 

Receipt and spend of grant for business support  

 
Officer:   
 
Pat Graham, Chief Executive 
 

 
Service:   
 
Revenues and Benefits 

 
Delegated Power Being Exercised/Subject of Decision:   
 
(a)    The receiving and distributing of a section 31 grant for £1,416,564 under the Local 
Restrictions Support Grant Scheme (LRSG). The budget has been increased by that sum; 
and 
 
(b)   The receiving and distributing of a section 31 grant for £1,363,660 under the 
Additional Restrictions Grant Scheme (ARG). The budget has been increased by that sum; 
and 
 
(c)   The decision to distribute the above grants to all qualifying businesses in accordance 
with the set schemes.   
 

 
Background information:   
 

1. In response to the lockdown announced with effect from 5 November, the 
Government announced there would be support for businesses that are forced to 
close and currently pay business rates, or while not legally forced to close – are 
nonetheless severely impacted by the restrictions put in place to control the 
spread of Covid-19.  

 
2. This support has been made available in two parts:- 

 
a) Local Restrictions Support Grant for closed premises; 

 
b) Additional Restrictions Grant.  

 
3. On or around 11 November, Copeland Borough council will receive £1,416,564 for 

the LRSG scheme and £1,363,660 for the ARG scheme. 
 

4. Councils are responsible for making grant payments to businesses as soon as 
practicable.  
 

5. Payments will be made to qualifying businesses as follows: 



 

 
 

 Businesses occupying hereditaments appearing on the local rating list 
             with a rateable value of exactly £15,000 or under on the date of the 
             commencement of the widespread national restrictions will receive a 
             payment of £1,334 per 28-day qualifying restriction period. 
 

 Businesses occupying hereditaments appearing on the local rating list 
             with a rateable value over £15,000 and less than £51,000 on the date 
             of the commencement of the widespread national restrictions will 
             receive a payment of £2,000 per 28-day qualifying restriction period. 
 

 Businesses occupying hereditaments appearing on the local rating list 
             with a rateable value of exactly £51,000 or above on the 
             commencement date of the widespread national restrictions, will 
             receive £3,000 per 28-day qualifying restriction period. 
 

6. The person who according to the billing authority’s records was the ratepayer in 
respect of the hereditament on the first full day of local restrictions is eligible to 
receive the grant payment.  

 
7. Copeland Borough Council will maintain a record of grant expenditure under this 

scheme. 
 

8. Payments made can be provided under the existing De Minimis rules, to any 
             one organisation over a three fiscal year period, provided doing so does not 
             exceed the €200,000 threshold. Payments made where the De Minimis threshold   
             has been reached should be paid under the Covid-19 Temporary Framework for 
             UK Authorities (threshold €800,000). 
 

 
Decision on urgency: 
 
This matter is an executive function. It cannot wait until the next meeting of the Executive 
on the 8th December 2020. Most people are affected by Covid-19 one way or another and 
many are suffering financial strain as a result of it. Any support to be offered needs to be 
provided quickly given that we are in a lockdown period to which the grant relates. 
Chapter 19 of the constitution allows the Chief Executive to make a decision where it is 
impractical to convene a meeting of the Executive due to the urgency of the matter. 
 
 The Guidance issued to local authorities is available via this link -   
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-restrictions-support-grants-lrsg-and-
additional-restrictions-grant-arg-guidance-for-local-authorities  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-restrictions-support-grants-lrsg-and-additional-restrictions-grant-arg-guidance-for-local-authorities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-restrictions-support-grants-lrsg-and-additional-restrictions-grant-arg-guidance-for-local-authorities


Chapter 20 of the constitution allows grants from central government for dealing with the 
consequences of Covid-19 to be received into budget automatically without further 
approval and the budget adjusted accordingly. This decision authorises the spending of 
the grants in accordance with relevant schemes. 
 

 
Others consulted: 
 
Mayor, as holding executive powers. 
Chair, Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 
Section 151 Officer. 
Monitoring Officer. 
 

 
Decision to be taken: 
 
To receive a section 31 grant for £1,416,564 and £1,363,660 a total of £2,780,224 (with 
the consequential increase to the Council’s budget) and to distribute it as advised by 
Government. 
 

 
Reasons for the decision (specify all reasons for taking the decisions including where 
necessary reference to Council policy): 
 
It is necessary to deliver the Government’s response to Covid-19 in relation to business 
support. 
 

 
Alternative options considered (if appropriate) 
 
None. 
 

 
Whether any conflict of interest arose whether of the decision maker or any consultee 
in the decision and if any was declared whether the head of paid service granted a 
dispensation: 
 
None. 
 

 
Background/Reports/Information considered and attached (legal, personnel, financial 
implications, etc.) 
 
COVID-19 Business Support Grant Funding Schemes– Local Authority Guidance. 



 
Local Restrictions Support Grants (LRSG) and Additional Restrictions Grant (ARG) - Local 
Authority Guidance. 
 
 

 
Approval 
 
I agree, and make the decision as set out above, to receive a section 31 grant for the total 
amount of £2,780,224 (with the consequential increase to the Council’s budget) and to 
distribute as advised by Government.  
 
Authorised by email dated 18th November 2020 from Pat Graham, Chief Executive. 
 

 


